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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed on 11/1 1/2009 lias been entered. Claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 24- 44 
are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejection - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5-14 and 24 - 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Gudjonsson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,564,261) herein referred to as 
Gudjonsson. 

As per claim 1, Gudjonsson teaches, a method for determining one or more 
relationships between a plurality of users of a network system (see at "abstract" and col. 

2, lines 51-67), the method including the steps of: 

a) populating a database with a unique network user identifier for each of the plurality 
of users (see at "abstract" and "some communication network that can have access to 
the cluster. Users are registered within some specific cluster and given a unique user 
ID. This user ID along with the ID of the cluster (CID) constitutes a globally unique 
user ID (UID) within the whole system" at col. 2, lines 51-67). 

b) selecting a user and further populating the database with connection data for the 
selected user from a network access device associated with the selected user to 
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provide unique networl^ user identifiers of users l^nown to tine selected user (see at 
"abstract" and "Terminals/clients can be software entities running under some 
operating system or any otiier device running on some communication networl< tliat 
can have access to the cluster. Users are registered within some specific cluster and 
given a unique user ID" at col. 2, lines 51-67. Also see at col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, 
lines 47-65 for selected user to provide unique network user Identifiers) 

c) repeating step b) for the remainder of the plurality of users (see at "abstract" and 
"Terminals/clients can be software entities running under some operating system or any 
other device running on some communication network that can have access to the 
cluster. Users are registered within some specific cluster and given a unique user ID" at 
col. 2, lines 51-67. Also see at col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65 for selected 
plurality of users to provide unique network user identifiers). 

d) for a predetermined user, searching each of the plurality of user's connection data in 
the database for the predetermined user's unique network user identifier to identify all 
users that have the predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their 
connection data ("Users are registered within some specific cluster and given a unique 
user ID. This user ID along with the ID of the cluster (CID) constitutes a globally unique 
user ID (UID) within the whole system" at col. 2, lines 51-67 and also see at col. 7, lines 
35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7, since the users are already being 
predetermined), 

e) storing the network user identifiers of the users located by the search of step d), to 
provide set of data for the predetermined user representative of one or more other 
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user's relationship with the predetermined user (see at "abstract" and "locating the 
device address of other users to communicate with, and establishing a communication 
session with that device... users usually locate other users by finding them in their local 
address book, and then establish either a voice session..." at col. 1, lines 18-29 and 
"The user mapping function (UMF) 25 is a piecewise-defined function which specifies 
on which US the service instances for a given UID are located.." at col. 21 , lines 50-64. 
Also see col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users 
identifiers are being already predetermined and stored in a database). 

f) providing data from the data setoff step e) to a network access device associated 
with the predetermined user (see at "abstract" and "a first user (e.g., user #1 ) can 
establish a communications session (e.g., voice chat, text chat, etc.) with a second 
user (e.g., user #2) using one or more clusters of the network..." at col. 24, lines 32-66. 
Also see at col. 1, lines 18-29, col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 18, lines 18-59, col. 7, lines 35- 
67 and col. 33, lines 31-48, thus, a network access device associated with the 
predetermined user is being establishing a communications session). 

Note that claim 30 recites the same corresponding limitations as set forth 
in claim 1 above, thus the claim is rejected accordingly. 

2. (canceled) 

As per claim 3, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 where step 
d) includes searching each user's connection data in the database for any additional 
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network user identifiers for the predetermined user (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 
7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7, since the users are already 
predetermined). 

4. (canceled) 

As per claim 5, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 3 where step 
f) includes comparing the data set of step e) with the connection data for the 
predetermined user, and providing to a network access device associated with the 
predetermined user the network user identifier of any users comprised in the data set of 
step e) which do not comprise part of the predetermined user's connection data (at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 
, since the users are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the 
connection data is being used. 

As per claim 6, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 5 including 
the step of providing the predetermined user with the opportunity to include the network 
user identifiers of any users comprised in the data set of step e) which do not comprise 
part of the predetermined user's connection data in the predetermined user's connection 
data (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7, since the users are already predetermined and according to the users 
identifier the connection data is being used). 

As per claim 7, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 where step 
f) includes comparing the connection data of the predetermined user with the data set of 
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step e), and providing to a network access device associated with the predetermined 
user the networl< user identifier of any users comprised in the connection data which do 
not comprise part of the data set of step e) ( at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51 -67, col. 7, lines 
35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7, since the users are already 
predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is being used). 

As per claim 8, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 7 including 
the step of using the network user identifiers of any users comprised in the connection 
data which are not present in the data set of step e) to contact users whose network 
user identifiers are in the predetermined user's connection data but not in the data set of 
step e) to invite those users to Include the predetermined user's network user identifier 
in their connection data ( at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 
47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-21, since the users are already predetermined and according 
to the users identifier the connection data is being used for a user's request). 

As per claim 9, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of using the data set of step e) to provide an indication of the popularity of a 
user of the network system (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, 
lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7, since the users are already 
predetermined). 

As per claim 10, Gudjonsson teaches, method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, performing steps d) and e) and using the user 
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identifiers comprised in the data set of step e) to contact users who have the 
predetermined user's networl< user identifier and inform those users of the change in the 
predetermined user's networl< user identifier (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, 
lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7, the users are 
already predetermined. 

As per claim 11, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the steps of further populating the database with a user preferred identifier by 
which a predetermined user prefers to be identified and associating the user preferred 
identifier with the predetermined user's unique network user identifier prior to performing 
step d), ( at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, 
lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 (since the users are already predetermined) at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, 
since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 12, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 1 where 
step f) includes sending an invitation to a network access device associated with each 
of the users that have the predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their 
connection data to associate the predetermined user's user preferred identifier with the 
predetermined user's unique network user identifier in their connection data (at 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users 
are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is 
being used). 
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As per claim 13, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the step of further populating the database with one or more characteristics of 
each user prior to step d), searching the record in the database for each user in the data 
set of step e) for at least one of the characteristics, and providing the network user 
identifiers of those users having the at lest one characteristics to a network access 
device associated with the predetermined user" at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1- 7 (since the users are already 
predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is being used). 

As per claim 14, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 13 
including the step of searching the record in the database of each user comprised in the 
connection data of each user comprised in the predetermined users connection data 
and searching the record in the database and connection data of each user comprised 
in the data set of step e) and each user comprised in the connection data of each user 
comprised in the data set of step e) for the at least one (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51 - 
67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users are already predetermined 
and according to the users identifier the connection data is being used). 

15. (canceled) 

16. (canceled) 

17. (canceled) 

18. (canceled) 
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19. (canceled) 

20. (canceled) 

21 . (canceled) 

22. (canceled) 

23. (canceled) 

As per claim 24, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 
including the steps of: 

further populating the database with additional user identifiers of each user, such 
user identifiers relating to the applicable network system or an other network system ( 
"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users 
are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the connection data is 
being used in a network system); 

enabling other users of the network system with one of a predetermined user's 
user identifiers to request other user identifiers from the system for the predetermined 
user system (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, 
since the users are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the 
connection data is being used in a network system); and 

providing such other users with a predetermined user's additional user identifiers 
system ( "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since 
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the users are already predetermined and according to the users identifier the 
connection data is being used in a networl< system). 

As per claim 25, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of allowing a predetermined user to mark some or all of their connection data 
as not accessible to other users of the system to the effect that it would appear to other 
users of the system that the marked data is not included in the predetermined user's 
connection data system ( "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, 
lines 47-65, since the users are already predetermined and according to the users 
identifier the connection data is being used in a network system). 

As per claim 26, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a centralized database (at "abstract", col. 2, 
lines 6-43 and col. 35, lines 13-18); 

populating the centralised database with some or all of the connection data from 
the connected databases (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, 
lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7); 

maintaining synchronization between the connection data in the centralised 

database and the connected databases (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 
35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7, and col. 17 and lines 48-66); and 

providing a predetermined user's connection data to the predetermined user 
through one of the connected databases system ( "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, 
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lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users are already predetermined and 
according to the users identifier the connection data is being used in a network system). 

As per claim 27, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 

"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases directly with each other" see at figs. 1,10 and 1 1 
and col. 12, lines 42-54; 

"transmitting processing requests from either a predetermined user of a 
connected database or a process operating on the connected database itself, to the 
other connected databases" at col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"processing requests received from other connected databases" at col. 14, lines 
13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"transmitting the results of any processing requests to the originating connected 
database" at col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; and 

"providing the aggregate results received from all connected databases to the 
predetermined user or process operating on the originating connected database" at 
"abstract" and col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58. 

As per claim 28, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 
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"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a central inter-operator exchange transmitting 
processing requests from either a predetermined user of a connected database or a 
process operating on the connected database itself to the central inter-operator 
exchange transmitting such processing requests from the central inter-operator 
exchange to the connected databases" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42- 
54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"processing requests received from the central inter-operator exchange; 
transmitting the results of any processing requests received from the central inter- 
operator exchange to the central inter-operator exchange" see at figs. 1 , 10 and 1 1 and 
col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58; 

"transmitting results received from connected databases either individually or in 
aggregate from the central inter-operator exchange to the originating connected 
database; and providing the aggregate results received from the central inter-operator 
exchange to the predetermined user or process operating on the originating connected 
database" see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 
18, lines 34-58. 

As per claim 29, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the steps of: 
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"providing a plurality of databases populated with connection data and 
connecting the plurality of databases to a central data and processing centre" (see at 
figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58); 

"populating the central database and processing centre with the connection data 
from the connected databases" (see at figs. 1,10 and 1 1 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58); 

"maintaining synchronisation between the connection data in the central 
database and processing centre and the connected databases" (at col. 17 and lines 48- 
66); 

"transmitting processing requests from a predetermined user of a connected 
database or a process operating on the connected database itself to the central 
database and processing centre" (see at figs. 1,10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58); 

"processing requests received from the connected databases" (see at figs. 1,10 
and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58); 

"transmitting the results of any processing requests to the originating connected 
database" (see at figs. 1, 10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 14, lines 13-28 and 
col. 18, lines 34-58); and 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,262 Page 14 

Art Unit: 2161 

"providing the results to the predetermined user or process operating on the 
originating connected database" (see at figs. 1,10 and 11 and col. 12, lines 42-54, col. 
14, lines 13-28 and col. 18, lines 34-58). 

As per claim 31, Gudjonsson teaches, "apparatus for determining one or more 
relationships between a plurality of users of a network system, the apparatus including: 
a database populated with a unique network user identifier for each of the plurality of 
users and with connection data for each such user, the connection data being obtained 
from a network access device associated with each such user, a processor adapted to 
search each user's connection data in the database for a predetermined user's unique 
network user identifier to identify all users that have the predetermined user's unique 
network user identifier in their connection data, a memory device to store the user 
identifiers located by the search to provide a data set for the predetermined user 
representative of one or more other user's relationship with the predetermined user, and 
wherein the processor is further adapted to provide the data set to a network access 
device associated with the predetermined user" (see "ractically, this means that the 
back-end may have virtually unlimited scalability as applies to splitting load across 
multiple clusters, and within each cluster between machines, processors, processes, 
threads etc., and load balancing..." at col. 14, lines 13-20. Also about memory, 
Gudjonsson discloses, "Both of these data structures can be considered volatile and are 
kept in memory for efficiency reasons" at col. 26, lines 40-58. Also see at "abstract" col. 
18, lines 18-59, col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 1-2 and col. 33, 
lines 31-48. 
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As per claim 32, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 9 including 
the step of providing the indication of popularity to an operator of a separate network 
system which is interconnected to the network system" (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, 
col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7, since the 
users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 33, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, including the new network user identifier in the 
connection data on the database prior to performing step d)" (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 
51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users are 
already predetermined). 

As per claim 34, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of determining whether a network user identifier for a predetermined user has 
changed, and if a change is detected, performing steps d) and e) and using the user 
identifiers comprised in the data set of step e) to send an instruction to a network 
access device associated with each of the users who have the predetermined user's 
network user identifier to update the predetermined user's network identifier in their 
connection data" (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67 
and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 35, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 1 where 
step f) includes sending an instruction to a network access device associated with each 
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of the users who have the predetermined user's unique networl^ user identifier in their 
connection data to associate the predetermined user's networl< user identifier with the 
predetermined user's user preferred identifier in their connection data" (at "abstract", col. 
2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 
1-7, since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 36, Gudjonsson teaches, a method as claimed in claim 13 
including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" (at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1- 7, since the users identifiers are already predetermined). 

As per claim 37, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 36 

including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" (at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1-7, since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 38, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 14 
including searching for a given user identifier or a user preferred identifier" (at "abstract", 
col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, 
lines 1-7, since the users preferred identifier are already predetermined). 

As per claim 39, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 13 
including the step of searching the record in the database of each user comprised in the 
connection data of the predetermined user for the at least one characteristics" (at 
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"abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7, as the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 40, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
the step of synchronizing the connection data stored on the database with the 
connection data on users' network access devices" (at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 
3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 and col. 9, lines 1-7 and col. 17, 
lines 48-65). 

As per claim 41, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 including 
receiving new connection data from a user's network access device which includes 
changes from the connection data for that user present on the database, and including 

the new connection data in that user's connection data on the database prior to step d)" 
(at "abstract", col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65 
and col. 9, lines 1- 7, since the users are already predetermined). 

As per claim 42, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the plurality of users comprise a subset of users of the network system" (at col. 2, lines 
51-67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7 and col. 
23 and lines 33-45, thus, plurality of users comprise a subset of users of the network 

system). 

As per claim 43, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 42 
including the step of detecting any users added to the subset and providing the other 
users in the subset with the unique user identifier of the added user" (at col. 2, lines 51- 
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67, col. 3, lines 1-45, col. 7, lines 35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, col. 9, lines 1- 7 and col. 23 
and lines 33-45, unique user identifier are being added added). 

As per claim 44, Gudjonsson teaches, "a method as claimed in claim 42 
including the step of detecting any users removed from the subset and notifying any 
other member of the subset that has the removed user's unique identifier in their 
connection data" (at Fig. 22 and col. 23 and lines 33-45 and col. 27, lines 36-44, thus 
user's unique identifier are being removed from the connection data). 

Response to Arguments 

35 U.S.C. S 102 (b) 

Claims 1.3. 5-14 and 24-44 

4. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/1 1/2009 have been fully considerer but they are not 
persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's argument. 

Regarding claims 1 and 30, Applicant's argument stated on page 10, 
"Applicants submit that Gudjonsson does not teach or suggest at least elements (d), (e), 
or (f) of claims 1 and 30..." The examiner points out, Gudjonsson reference teaches 
about claim 1 (d), "Users are registered within some specific cluster and given a unique 
user ID. This user ID along with the ID of the cluster (CID) constitutes a globally unique 
user ID (UID) within the whole system" at col. 2, lines 51-67 and also see at col. 7, lines 
35-67, col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users identifiers are already being predetermined 
and stored in a database. 
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Gudjonsson reference teaches about claim 1 (e), at "abstract" and "locating the 
device address of other users to communicate with, and establishing a communication 
session with that device... users usually locate other users by finding them in their local 
address book, and then establish either a voice session..." at col. 1, lines 18-29 and 
"The user mapping function (UMF) 25 is a piecewise-defined function which specifies on 
which US the service instances for a given UID are located.." at col. 21 , lines 50-64. 
Also see col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 8, lines 47-65, since the users 
identifiers are being already predetermined and stored in a database, therefore users 
are locating other users and establishing a communication session with their respective 
devices. 

Gudjonsson reference teaches about claim 1 (f), at "abstract" and "a first user 
(e.g., user #1) can establish a communications session (e.g., voice chat, text chat, etc.) 
with a second user (e.g., user #2) using one or more clusters of the network..." at col. 
24, lines 32-66. Also see at col. 1, lines 18-29, col. 2, lines 51-67, col. 18, lines 18-59, 
col. 7, lines 35-67 and col. 33, lines 31-48, thus, a network access device associated 
with the predetermined user is being establishing a communications session. 

Regarding claims 31, Applicant's argument stated on page 1 1 , "Applicants 
submit that Gudjonsson does not teach or suggest at least the processor, memory 
device, and the further feature of the processor." However, about processor, 
Gudjonsson reference teaches "ractically, this means that the back-end may have 
virtually unlimited scalability as applies to splitting load across multiple clusters, and 
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within each cluster between machines, processors, processes, threads etc., and load 
balancing..." at col. 14, lines 13-20. Also, about memory, Gudjonsson discloses, 
"Both of these data structures can be considered volatile and are kept in memory for 
efficiency reasons" at col. 26, lines 40-58. 

In light of the foregoing arguments the 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) rejections are hereby 
sustained. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mohammad N. Rahman whose telephone number is 
571-270-1631 . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00 pm, Mon - Fri. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mofiz Apu M can be reached on 572-272-4080. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mohammad N Rahman/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2161 
Date: 01/24/2010 



/Apu M Mofiz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2161 



